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A NEW ATTRACTION
FOR SYDNEY HARBOUR

A concept for community consultation
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THE NEW HOME OF THE
SYDNEY HERITAGE FLEET 

MUSEUM OF 
SYDNEY HARBOUR

AT BERRYS BAY
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Sydney Harbour - the heart of our city
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Since 1965 the SHF has 
gathered, restored and 
preserved a collection of 
vessels of national and 
international significance, 
which together tell the story 
of Sydney’s maritime history.
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The SHF needs a permanent  
home for its Collection
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The Museum of Sydney 
Harbour is an ideal project for 
the revitalisation of Sydney 
Harbour and tourism recovery. 
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2.2
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Berrys Bay was always a special 
place, long important to Australian 
Indigenous peoples for thousands 
of years, then Colonial Mariners and 
now the local community



11  |  F R D

Bringing together cultural 
collections and place. 
SHF’s flagship Lady Hopetoun 
was built in Berrys Bay.



12  |  F R D

3.1A unique opportunity to combine heritage 
preservation with cultural tourism and 
provide Harbourside community access, 
facilities and activities.  
A place with an authentic cultural identity.
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Classic and 
heritage boat 
berths

Heritage display, 
restoration, 
workshop and 
activity berths

Restored Woodley 
Shed for use as 
workshop and 
boatshed

Canoe, kayak 
and small craft 
launch area

Museum  
of Sydney 
Harbour HQ

Heritage Vessel 
Berth

Visitor and SHF 
vessel berths

Public ferries 
and museum 
tours wharf

Library and Model 
Workshop

More than a Museum
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PUBLIC 
PEDESTRIAN 

WALKWAY

With continuous physical connections through the precinct and active 
heritage integration, the museum makes a meaningful contribution to the 
local community, creating an authentic cultural identity for Berrys Bay - 
placemaking at its best.
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The SHF Berrys Bay concept 
already includes many community 
ideas:  

•	 Community Marina

•	 Boat Moorings

•	 Walkway from Carradah Park to 
Quarantine Launch Depot

•	 Cultural Place Activation

•	 Food & Beverage Opportunities

And:

•	 Canoe/Kayak/Dinghy storage and 
launching

•	 Woodleys Shipyard Experience

•	 Community Activity Areas

 

Felicity Wilson MP 
Member for North Shore 

 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
15/09/2020 
 

HAVE YOUR SAY ON BERRYS BAY 
 
 
The community will soon be invited to shape the future of Berrys Bay to develop a vision for 
this historic and beautiful location, on the east of the Waverton peninsula. 
 
Member for North Shore Felicity Wilson said forming the consultative group is part of the 
NSW Government’s commitment to creating new public open space alongside the delivery 
of the future Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link. 
 
"We understand the importance of Berrys Bay to our local community, and this is an 
important step in preparing a concept layout for the area so it’s finally an open and 
accessible asset for the public,” Ms Wilson said. 
 
"We will soon be asking representatives of the community to be a part of the Berrys Bay 
consultative group, along with key stakeholders and independent experts.” 
 
Berrys Bay will be temporarily used during construction of the Western Harbour Tunnel and 
returned to public facilities and open space when the project is complete.  
 
Ms Wilson said previous ideas for Berrys Bay included a small community marina, open 
parks and boat mooring. 
 
"We’ve heard some great ideas already around connecting existing parkland and open 
space, such as a continuous connection from Carradah Park through Berrys Bay to Balls 
Head, including the beach and old quarantine facilities,” Ms Wilson said.   
 
“It is important to respect the heritage and character of the area while also considering the 
possibility to attract place activation opportunities like cultural or food and beverage 
opportunities.” 
 
Transport for NSW is working with the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
to jointly establish the group.  
 
The latest community update includes the release of the submissions report on the Western 
Harbour Tunnel and Warringah Freeway Upgrade’s Environmental Impact Statement and 
plans to create a community consultative group. To view the submissions report visit 
www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/project/10451 
 
To register for updates on the Western Harbour Tunnel project, please visit the website at 
nswroads.work/whtbl or email whtbl@transport.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Further information about the consultative group will be announced in coming weeks.  
 

Media: 9909 2594 

“We’ve heard some great ideas 
already...”
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SignpostsTours

Woodleys Shipyard Experience

The Museum HQ

More than a Museum
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Woodleys Heritage Shipyard 
experience and community 
activities precinct
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1. Workshop walkthrough 2. Restoration on the Docks

3. Learn to row a boat 4. History of Rowing on the Harbour
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It is hoped to include elements of the Quarantine Station
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•	 The Museum of Sydney Harbour is a new type of 
museum, it is more than the physical building at 
Berrys Bay.

•	 Berrys Bay and its history is the start of a visitor 
experience with the museum providing a “portal” 
through which visitors and locals can experience 
the Harbour, immersed in its history and make 
connections with all those who have called 
Sydney Harbour home.

•	 The museum provides a new focused identity 
for the Sydney Heritage Fleet, itself an important 
icon of Sydney’s Maritime heritage, and brings 
that strong and relevant identity to Berrys Bay
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•	 The Museum will be a place for visitors and the 
community to enjoy and understand the cultural 
importance of the work of the Fleet.

•	 It will celebrate the outstanding craftsmanship 
of Fleet volunteers, which has ensured the 
preservation and maintenance of the magnificent 
SHF vessels. 
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Unique Experiences -
The Harbour as a Cultural Attraction.

The development of museum exhibitions, digital art 
installations and tours on heritage vessels. The immersive 
experience of encountering history on the Harbour in 
historic craft.
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The harbour overflows 
with stories, engaging 
and relevant that will 
bring the heritage of 
this place to life
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Process for community consultation
•	 Sydney Heritage Fleet is a community organisation, entirely sustained 

by individual and community support.

•	 We are committed to deep engagement with the community on our 
proposal for Berrys Bay, to ensure it is welcomed, and developed in 
ways that meet both our needs and those of the local community.
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Thank you.

Contact: Alan Edenborough  
T: 0403 892 701 |  E: aedenborough@shf.org.au 




